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wretched position In which she found herself.
The plate, about which so much haggling was
taking place, was being pawned or sold by her
bit by bit to provide the most necessary things
for her own use ; her servants were in rags, and
she herself was contemned and neglected; for-
bidden even to see her betrothed husband for
months together, though living in the same palace
with him. The more confident Henry grew of his
own marriage with the Archduchess Margaret, or
with Queen Juana, the less inclined he was to wed
his son to Katharine. A French princess for the
Prince of Wales, and the Queen of Castile for
Henry, would indeed have served England on all
sides. On one occasion, in April 1507, Henry
frankly told Katharine that he considered himself
no longer bound by her marriage treaty, since her
dowry was overdue, and all the poor Princess could
do was to weep and pray her father to fulfil his
part of the compact by paying the rest of her
portion, whilst she, serving as Ferdinand's am-
bassador, tried to retain Henry's good graces by
her hopeful assurances about the marriage of the
latter with Juana.
In all Katharine's lamentations of her own
sufferings and privation, she never forgot to bewail
the misery of her servants. Whilst she herself, she
said, had been worse treated than any woman in
England, her five women servants, all she had
retained, had never received a farthing since their
arrival in England six years before, and had spent
everything they possessed. Katharine at this time
of trial (August 1507) was living alone at Ewelnme,
whilst Henry was hunting, at. various seats in the